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St. MATTHEW,

St. MATTHEW was by birth a Galilean, and refa-
ted to our Lord by his mother’s fide. IT2 was a publi-
canurtax-gatherer, before he was called by Jefus Chrift
to follow him, which he immediately did.

After onr Saviour’s afcenfion, St. Matthew travelled
into Zithiopia, and it is faid that he {uffered martyr-
dom at Neddaber, a city in thofe parts, by what means
is not known, ' Bv fome it is {aid that by his prayerz be
extinguifhed the fire that was kindled to deftroy him,
and afcerwards died a natural death. » ’

He was the firfk of the feur Evangelifts, having writ-
ten his gofpel juft before his departure from Judea, as -
a guide to the Jewith converts during his abience. ‘The
authenticity of his gofpel is undoubted, being confirm-
ed by thofe of Mavrk, Luke, and John, though fome
things omitted by the former are mentioned by the lat-
ter.



